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Bradford Beach



Bradford Beach

• One of 5 beaches City of Milwaukee 
monitored by the Milwaukee Health 
Department daily during beach season

• Advisories issued to public via 
beachhealth system (phone and web)

• Milwaukee County posts the signs



Cladophora (“Algae”)

• Presence may be a nuisance
• Accompanied by odors (rotting zebra 

mussels)
• Appears Unsightly
• Is a variable in MHD’s Environmental 

Model used to predict E. coli level
• Affects sampling sometimes (need to note)



E. coli

• Bacterium
• Indicator of fecal 

contamination (>235)
• Can replicate outside 

of host











More info about Algae and 
E. coli was Needed

• How favorable are conditions for E. coli
growth
– Mixing
– Protective mat
– Old and rotten

• Are the results from stagnant or 
swimmable areas (if any are present)



Remaining Question

• E. coli is used as an indicator of 
pathogens

• Algae may be helping E. coli to grow, 
while the pathogens generally can’t 
outside of host

• If algae is present, how useful is E. coli as 
an indicator?



Using Algae and E. coli data

• Evaluate E. coli result after considering 
possible effects of algae based on:
– Sample location
– Water movement
– Other influences

• Assess Risk Accordingly
• Better indicators? 
• Test for pathogens?
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